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II 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


IV 




Lack of unity of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP00/00782 



I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application: 



□ 



the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



1-77 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



El 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



3-5,7,9-11,14-19,23-25 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



2,8,12,13 



. , filed with the letter of 1 1 December 2000 (1 1.12.2000) 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-59 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

dl the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the description, pages 

EX] the claims, Nos. 1,6,20-22 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 r~] Tnis report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70. J 6 
and 70.17). 

* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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II. Priority 



j I This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within the prescribed time 
' * — I limit the requested: 



I I This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found 
z - I 1 invalid. 

Thus for the purposes of this report, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 
3. X Additional observations, if necessary: 

See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box II. 3. 




copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 




translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: II. 3 „ 

The date which is the basis for priority of Claims 2 
to 5 and 7 to 11 is February 15, 1999 based on JP, 11- 
036089, A and the date which is the basis for priority of 
Claims 12 to 19 and 23 to 25 is May 7, 1999 based on JP, 
11-127643, A. 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP00/O0782 



IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1 . In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
I I restricted the claims. 

paid additional fees. 
I 1 paid additional fees under protest. 
1 1 neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

□ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ 

complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 
See supplemental sheet for continuation of Box IV. 3. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 



all parts. 

□ 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: IV, 



Claims 2 to 5 and 7 to 11 pertain to a system for 
searching for information, transferring the results of 
the search to a supply device and specifying the 
operations of the supply device. 

Claims 12 to 19 and 23 to 25 pertain to an electronic 
mail preparation device which prepares illustrated 
documents and sends and receives them by electronic mail. 

These two groups of inventions are not considered to 
be one invention or a group of inventions so linked as to 
form a single general inventive concept. Therefore, this 
international application does not fulfil the requirement 
of unity of invention. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



^^lational application No. 
PCT/JP 00/00782 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-5, 7-19, 23-25 



2-5, 7-11 



12-19, 23-25 



2-5, 7-19, 23-25 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. 



Citations and explanations 

Documents Cited in the International Search Report 
Document 1: ^Fr^0~lMl8"47 A (Daiichi Kosho K.K.), April 

24~7~^998 (24.04.98), paragraphs [0020], 

[0025], [0026], (Family: none) 



Document 2: J^T~ 9^9T6 o^ A (Toyota Motor Corp.), April 8, 
1997 (08.04.97), paragraphs [0014] to [0017], 
(Family: none) 

Document 3: JP, T9^ 1-0282^71 A (Sony Corp.), April 15, 1997 



Document 4 



Document 5 ; 



(15.04.97), paragraphs [0027] to [0034]; 
[0046] to [0048], (Family: none) 
J^_6^60100^ A (Fujitsu Ltd.), March 4, 1994 
(04.03.94), paragraphs [0022] to [0024], 
( Family: none) 
^,.....9.^2 0.4-58:1-1 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), August 5, 
1997 (05.08.97), paragraphs [0045] to [0057]; 
Fig. 1 to 10, (Family: none) 



Document 6; 



Document 7 



Document 8 



J£/^-98 3_8_0 JL Jl (Fujitsu Ltd.), March 31, 1992 

(31.03.92)^ claims; Fig. 2, (Family: none) 

JTT^OzAQ (Matsushita Electric 

Industrial Co., Ltd.), February 13, 1998 
(13.02.98), paragraphs [0026] to [0027], 
(Family: none) 

Takashi Ikeda & Eiichiro Tanaka, "Hello Kitty 
Happy Mail and Enamail: two HTML software 
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l^fca' 



National application No. 
PCT/JP 00/00782 



products for the PC", NEC Report, Vol. 52, 
No. 4, April 23, 1999 (23.09.99), pp. 79 to 
81, photograph 3 and page 81 



Documents Newly Cited 

Document 9: Nikkei Click, Vol. 6, No. 5, (Nichi), Nikkei 

BP sha, (08.04.99), page 58 
Document 10: ASCII, Vol. 22, No. 1, (Nichi), K.K. ASCII, 

(01.01.98), pp. 420 to 421 

Documents 1 to 7 are documents that reflect the general 
state of the art in this technical field. Document 1 
(paragraph 26) discloses the feature wherein the name of a 
song sent to a remote control from a radio station by 
means of radio communication is searched for by the search 
function of the remote control and selected, and commands 
are sent to a karaoke device. Document 2 discloses the 
feature of selecting from a list of service shops sent to 
a vehicle-mounted terminal and making a reservation. 
Document 3 discloses the feature of selecting a programme 
from programme information sent to a portable terminal and 
programming a VTR to record. Document 4 discloses the 
feature of storing reservation information on an IC card 
and of receiving the issuance of tickets through the IC 
card. Document 5 (paragraph 59) discloses carrying out 
data communication by means of a reservation using a 
transponder. Document 6 (Fig. 2) discloses mounting a ' 
terminal on a main body and Document 7 (paragraphs 2 6 and 
27) discloses carrying out a search based on sensibility. 
However, the feature wherein an information input means, 
an information display means, a selection means and an 
output means are movable units provided integrally in a 
terminal device, a data base means and a search means are 
provided integrally in the management device, and the 
command contents selected by the selection means are 
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recorded and stored and the stored contents are sent 
directly to the supply device, thus commanding the 
operations of the supply device, is neither disclosed nor 
suggested in any of the documents cited in the 
international search report or in any document newly cited 
in this international preliminary examination report . 



Claims 12 to 19 and 23 to 25 do not involve an 
inventive step in the light of Documents 8 to 10. 

Document 8 (photograph 3) discloses the feature wherein 
pictograph illustrations that are image data are 
synthesised with mail and sent. It would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to replace the image data of 
Document 8 with text data of more than 2 lines and two 
columns in the light of the disclosures in Document 9 
(®) . 

The feature of selecting from a plurality of candidates 
would be easily derived by a person skilled in the art in 
the light of the disclosures in Document 10 (p. 420, 
screen la to lc) . 
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Claims 
1. 

2, (Amended) An information forwarding system 
characterized by comprising: 

an information input means of inputting search 
conditions; 

a data base; 

a search means of searching said data base based on 
said search conditions so as to gain search results; 

an information display means of displaying said search 
results ; 

a selection means of selecting one, or more, search 
results from among said search results; and 

an output means of recording and holding the designated 
contents selected by said selection means, and directly 
sending said holding contents to a supply device so as to 
designate the operation of the supply device, characterized 
in that 

said information input means , said information display 
means , said selection means and said output means are portable 
bodies integrally provided in a terminal device; and 

said data base and said search means are integrally 
provided in a management device. 



3 - An information forwarding system according to Claim 2 , 
characterized in that: 

said terminal device has a loading means of loading 
a freely attachable and detachable recording medium; 

said terminal device stores said designated contents 
in said recording medium; and 

said designated contents recorded in said recording 
medium are read out by said supply device , when said recording 
medium is loaded into said supply device, so that said 
designated contents to be supplied are supplied from said 
supply device. 

4 . An information forwarding system according to Claim 2 , 
characterized in that said output means transmits said 
designated contents to said supply device and said supply 
device supplies said designated contents to be supplied when 
said terminal device closely approaches said supply device. 

5. An information forwarding system according to Claim 2, 
characterized in that: 

said terminal device is freely attachable to and 
detachable from said supply device; and 

said designated contents recorded in said terminal 
device are read out by said supply device, when said terminal 
device is mounted in said supply device, so that said 
designated contents to be supplied are supplied from said 
supply device. 
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6. (Cancelled) 



7 . An information forwarding system according to any of 
Claims 1 to 6 , characterized in that said search means carries 
out a search based on a feeling or sensibility word, which 
is an adjective , as well as feeling or sensibility information , 
which shows the degree of the feeling or sensibility while 
attribution values for carrying out a search based on the 
feeling or sensibility information are stored in said data 
base. 

8 . ( Amended ) A terminal device characterized by a portable 
body comprising: 

an information input means of inputting search 
conditions ; 

an information display means of displaying search 
results from a search means of gaining search results by 
searching a data base based on said search conditions; 

a selection means of selecting one, or more, search 
results from among said search results; and 

an output means of recording and holding the designated 
contents selected by said selection means, and directly 
sending said holding contents to a supply device so as to 
designate the operation of said supply device; and 

not comprising said database nor said search means. 
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9. A terminal device according to Claim 8, characterized 
in that said search is a search based on a feeling or 
sensibility word, which is an adjective, and feeling or 
sensibility information, which shows the degree of the 
feeling or sensibility, while attribution values for 
carrying out a search based on the feeling or sensibility 
information are stored in said data base. 

10. A terminal device according to any of Claims 1 to 9 , 
characterized in that said supply device carries out an 
operation of supplying a tangible entity. 

11. A program recording medium characterized by storing 
a program for allowing a computer to implement all of, or 
a part of, the functions of each component of a terminal 
device or an information forwarding system according to any 
of Claims 1 to 10 and by being readable by a computer. 

12 . (Amended) An e-mail preparation device characterized 
by comprising: 

a document data preparation and editing means of 
carrying out preparation and editing of document data; 

an added data storage means of storing added data; 

an added data selection means of selecting specific 
added data from said added data storage means; and 

a synthesizing means of synthesizing said document 
data and said specific added data so as to generate 
synthesized data, wherein 



said added data are an illustration formed of two 
dimensional arrangement of text data comprising at least 
2 columns, 2 rows; and 

said synthesized data are transmitted and received 
as an e-mail. 

13. (Amended) An e-mail preparation device according to 
Claim 12 , characterized in that said added data comprise 
at least more than one attribution among titles , illustrators , 
time and date of preparation of illustrations , classes and 
feeling or sensibility attribution. 

14. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 13 , 
characterized by further comprising an added data display 
means of displaying added data which become candidates from 
said storage means in accordance with said predetermined 
attributions which are indicated, wherein said selection 
means selects specific added data, from among said added 
data, which become candidates. 

15 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
12 to 14, characterized in that said synthesizing means 
synthesizes said document data and said specific added data 
based on editing symbols used by said document data 
preparation and editing means for editing document data. 
16. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 15, 
characterized in that: said document data preparation and 
editing means uses a cursor as said editing symbol; and 
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said synthesizing means carries out a synthesis by 
inserting said specific added data at a position designated 
by said cursor in said document data. 

17 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
12 to 14, characterized in that said synthesizing means 
synthesizes said document data and said added data based 
on a synthesizing symbol used by said document data 
preparation and editing means for a synthesis. 
18. An e-mail preparation device according to Claims 17 , 
characterized in that said synthesizing means carries out 
a synthesis by inserting said specific added data at a 
position designated by said synthesizing symbol in said 
document data. 

19 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
14 , 17 , or 18 , characterized in that an indication of said 
predetermined attributions on a screen is carried out at 
a position designated by said synthesizing symbol. 

20. (Cancelled) 

21. (Cancelled) 

22 . (Cancelled) 

23 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
11 to 22 , characterized by operating as the objective of 
an application program interface (API). 

24. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 23, 
characterized in that said synthesized data are transmitted 
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and received by an external e-mail transmission and reception 
device which operates on said API. 

25. A program recording medium characterized by recording 
a program for allowing a computer to implement all of, or 
apart of, the functions of each means of an e-mail preparation 
device according to any of Claims 12 to 2 4 and by being readable 
by a computer. 
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Claims 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Amended) An information forwarding system 
characterized by comprising: 

an information input means of inputting search 
conditions ; 

a data base; 

a search means of searching said data base based on 
said search conditions so as to gain search results; 

an information display means of displaying said search 
results ; 

a selection means of selecting one, or more, search 
results from among said search results; and 

an output means of sending the designated contents 
selected by said selection means to a supply device so as 
to designate the operation of the supply device, 
characterized in that 

said information input means , said information display 
means, said selection means and said output means are 
integrally provided in a terminal device; and 

said data base and said search means are integrally 
provided in a management device. 

3 . An information forwarding system according to Claim 2 , 
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characterized in that: 

said terminal device has a loading means of loading 
a freely attachable and detachable recording medium; 

said terminal device stores said designated contents 
in said recording medium; and 

said designated contents recorded in said recording 
medium are read out by said supply device , when said recording 
medium is loaded into said supply device , so that said 
designated contents to be supplied are supplied from said 
supply device - 

4 . An information forwarding system according to Claim 2 , 
characterized in that said output means transmits said 
designated contents to said supply device and said supply 
device supplies said designated contents to be supplied when 
said terminal device closely approaches said supply device. 

5. An information forwarding system according to Claim 2, 
characterized in that: 

said terminal device is freely attachable to and 
detachable from said supply device; and 

said designated contents recorded in said terminal 
device are read out by said supply device , when said terminal 
device is mounted in said supply device, so that said 
designated contents to be supplied are supplied from said 
supply device. 

6. An information forwarding system according to any of 
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Claims 3 to 5 , characterized in that said terminal means 
is a portable body. 

7 . An information forwarding system according to any of 
Claims 1 to 6 , characterized in that said search means carries 
out a search based on a feeling or sensibility word, which 
is an adjective, as well as feeling or sensibility information, 
which shows the degree of the feeling or sensibility while 
attribution values for carrying out a search based on the 
feeling or sensibility information are stored in said data 
base. 

8. (Amended) A terminal device characterized by 
comprising: 

an information input means of inputting search 
conditions ; 

an information display means of displaying search 
results from a search means of gaining search results by 
searching a data base based on said search conditions; 

a selection means of selecting one, or more, search 
results from among said search results; and 

an output means of sending designated contents selected 
by said selection means to a supply device so as to designate 
the operation of said supply device; and 

not comprising said database nor said search means. 

9. A terminal device according to Claim 8, characterized 
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in that said search is a search based on a feeling or 
sensibility word, which is an adjective, and feeling or 
sensibility information, which shows the degree of the 
feeling or sensibility, while attribution values for 
carrying out a search based on the feeling or sensibility 
information are stored in said data base. 

10, A terminal device according to any of Claims 1 to 9 , 
characterized in that said supply device carries out an 
operation of supplying a tangible entity. 

11. A program recording medium characterized by storing 
a program for allowing a computer to implement all of, or 
a part of, the functions of each component of a terminal 
device or an information forwarding system according to any 
of Claims 1 to 10 and by being readable by a computer. 

12 . (Amended) An e-mail preparation device characterized 
by comprising: 

a document data preparation and editing means of 
carrying out preparation and editing of document data; 

an added data storage means of storing added data; 

an added data selection means of selecting specific 
added data from said added data storage means; and 

a synthesizing means of synthesizing said document 
data and said specific added data so as to generate 
synthesized data, wherein 

said added data are an illustration formed of text 
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data; and 

said synthesized data are transmitted and received 
as an e-mail. 

13. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 12 , 
characterized in that said added data comprise predetermined 
attributions . 

14. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 13 f 
characterized by further comprising an added data display 
means of displaying added data which become candidates from 
said storage means in accordance with said predetermined 
attributions which are indicated , wherein said selection 
means selects specific added data, from among said added 
data, which become candidates. 

15 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
12 to 14 , characterized in that said synthesizing means 
synthesizes said document data and said specific added data 
based on editing symbols used by said document data 
preparation and editing means for editing document data. 

16. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 15 , 
characterized in that: said document data preparation and 
editing means uses a cursor as said editing symbol; and 

said synthesizing means carries out a synthesis by 
inserting said specific added data at a position designated 
by said cursor in said document data. 

17 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
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12 to 14 , characterized in that said synthesizing means 
synthesizes said document data and said added data based 
on a synthesizing symbol used by said document data 
preparation and editing means for a synthesis. 
18. An e-mail preparation device according to Claims 17 , 
characterized in that said synthesizing means carries out 
a synthesis by inserting said specific added data at a 
position designated by said synthesizing symbol in said 
document data . 

19 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
14 , 17, or 18 , characterized in that an indication of said 
predetermined attributions on a screen is carried out at 
a position designated by said synthesizing symbol. 

20 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
12 to 19 , characterized in that said added data are an 
illustration formed of text data. 

21 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
12 to 2 0 , characterized in that said added data are image 
data or dynamic image data. 

22 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
12 to 21 , characterized in that said synthesized data are 
transmitted and received in a format of text data and data 
attached thereto. 

23 . An e-mail preparation device according to any of Claims 
11 to 22 , characterized by operating as the objective of 
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an application program interface (API). 

24. An e-mail preparation device according to Claim 23, 
characterized in that said synthesized data are transmitted 
and received by an external e-mail transmission and reception 
device which operates on said API . 

25. A program recording medium characterized by recording 
a program for allowing a computer to implement all of, or 
a part of , the functions of each means of an e-mail preparation 
device according to any of Claims 12 to 24 and by being readable 
by a computer. 
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